SERMON NOTES

Perspective — looking through the lens of Eternity

Abstract

The judgment is the public, cosmic revealing of the truth: that God is sovereign, Jesus is Lord!
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The Judgment of the Nations

31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he
will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him,
and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at
the left. 3* Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world, 2? for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36| was
naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you took care of me, | was in
prison and you visited me.” 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you or naked and gave you clothing? 3° And when was it that we saw
you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 4% And the king will answer them, ‘Truly |
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did it to me.” * Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You who are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels, 42 for | was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and you gave
me nothing to drink, *3 | was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” 44 Then
they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison and did not take care of you?’ 4> Then he

will answer them, ‘Truly | tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of
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these, you did not do it to me.” %6 And these will go away into eternal punishment

but the righteous into eternal life.” (Matthew 25:31-46)

God’s messenger revealed to Daniel that both the righteous and the wicked will

face final judgment to receive eternal blessedness or damnation:

“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise.
There shall be a time of anguish such as has never occurred since nations first
came into existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone
who is found written in the book. 2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting

contempt.” (Daniel 12:1-2)

Both Jesus and the Apostles declared the certainty of a day of judgment for all

people:

“But I tell you that on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom than for you.” (Matthew 11:24)

“I tell you, on the day of judgment you will have to give an account for every
careless word you utter, 37 for by your words you will be justified, and by your

words you will be condemned.” (Matthew 12:36-37)

“Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of

God.” (Romans 14:10)

“For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may
receive due recompense for actions done in the body, whether good or evil.” (2

Corinthians 5:10)
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“And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once and after that the
judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will
appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly

waiting for him.” (Hebrews 9:27-28)

“...then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trial and to keep the
unrighteous until the day of judgment, when they will be punished 1° —especially
those who indulge their flesh in depraved lust and who despise authority.” (2

Peter 2:9-10)
Why:

1. To liberate creation from its’ present situation:

“I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory about to be revealed to us. ° For the creation waits with eager longing
for the revealing of the children of God, ?° for the creation was subjected to
futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in

hope 2! that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the
whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of
labour, 22 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of
the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who
hopes for what one already sees? ?° But if we hope for what we do not see, we

wait for it with patience.” (Romans 8:18-25)

2. A means of preparing the physical realm for the fellowship he intends to

share with all creation:
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“Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their
God.” (Revelation 21:1-3)

Identity of the Judge:

“As | watched in the night visions, | saw one like a human being

coming with the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One

and was presented before him. 14 To him was given dominion and glory and
kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is

one that shall never be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13-14)

“Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed
One?” ©2 Jesus said, “I am, and ‘you will see the Son of Man
seated at the right hand of the Power’ and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.””

(Mark 14:61-62)

“But God raised him up, having released him from the agony of death, because it
was impossible for him to be held in its power. %> For David says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that | will not be
shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;

moreover, my flesh will live in hope.” (Acts 2:24-26)
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“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, ¢ for in him all
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through
him and for him. *” He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in

everything. 1° For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2° and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth
or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.” (Colossians 1:15-

20)

“Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. 1 For it is written, “As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 2 So then, each one of us will be held

accountable.” (Romans 14:10-12)
What we will be judged for:

The biblical authors declare that we will be judged according to our works (Gen.
2:15-17; Rev. 20:11-15; Jer. 17:10; Matt. 16:27; Rom. 2:6; 2 Cor. 5:10; Gal. 6:7-8;
Rev. 22:12). Among the works which Jesus cited as leading to condemnation
include the accumulation of earthly possessions to the exclusion of true wealth
(Mark 10:17-31; Luke 12:13-21), lack of care for the disadvantaged (Matt. 25:31-

46), and unwillingness to forgive (18:21-35).
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God does not measure success as power and earthly prestige, but in accordance
with humble servanthood and service to one another as well as the needy

(Matt. 25:31-46; Mark 10:35-45).

The final judgment is not a wrathful retribution from God as some might
suggest, rather, it arises from the movement of salvation history toward the

vindication of Jesus.

Through His death, resurrection and ascension, God exalted Jesus as the Lord of
the cosmos. Our Lord’s return as Judge of the world will mark the universal

public evidence once and for all that Jesus is Lord of all Creation!

“God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in

them. 17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness
on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 1 There is no
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment,

and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.” (1 John 4:16-18)

Read Matthew 24; 25; 26
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